
• Earth is a naturally radioactive planet, 

and we are all subjected to significant 

and unavoidable natural background radiation.

• Unlike with toxic wastes, 

the hazard from radioactive waste declines with time. 

The longer the containment, the lower the actual hazard. 

• For intermediate-level waste, 

ca. 80% of initial radioactivity 

will have been lost after 100 years, 

and very little activity will remain after 100,000 years. 

Modified from http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/webdav/site/GSL/shared/pdfs/our%20views/radwaste/RadwasteStyles.pdf









Some economy issues 

Each human life hypothetically saved in a Western 
industrial society by implementation of the 
present radiation protection regulations is 
estimated to cost about $2.5 billion.

Such costs are absurd and immoral—especially 
when compared to the relatively low costs of 
saving lives by immunization against measles, 
diphtheria, and pertussis, which in developing 
countries entails costs of $50 to $99 per human 
life saved. 


